
Graduate student opportunity!! 
Glacial-ocean biogeochemistry in the Canadian Arctic Archipelago 
 

Glaciers in polar regions are melting at an alarming, 

increasing rate. Many of these glaciers terminate in 

the ocean, where their meltwater has important 

impacts on marine ecosystems. Numerous recent 

high-profile publications have identified glacial input 

to coastal oceans as important local and regional 

contributors to enhanced primary productivity. 

There is, however, significant disagreement about 

the mechanisms behind this enhancement. We are 

currently recruiting for an MSc or PhD student to 

participate in an exciting new project that will use 

cutting-edge scientific techniques spanning 

molecular biology and mass spectrometry to employ 

experimental incubation approaches to examine the 

impact of glacial runoff on marine phytoplankton communities. The successful application will 

conduct summer field work based out of Grise Fiord, NU as part of a larger inter-disciplinary 

team, and will be based at Dalhousie University and/or the University of Alberta under the co-

supervision of Drs. Erin Bertrand (Biology) and Maya Bhatia (Earth and Atmospheric Sciences). 

Successful applicants can expect to gain expertise in several aspects of biological and chemical 

oceanography, as well as glacial biogeochemistry and molecular meta-omic techniques. The ideal 

start date for this position is January 2021.   

This project is funded under a New Frontiers Research Fund (Exploration) grant, and represents 

an exciting opportunity for a self-motivated, organized student with relevant research 

experience to work within a broad-based multi-

disciplinary group on a novel project with 

important scientific and societal significance. 

Applications at both the MSc and PhD level will be 

considered. To apply, please submit a CV, copy of 

transcripts (unofficial transcripts are acceptable) 

and a brief statement of research interest.   

Applications can be sent to Dr. Bhatia 

(mbhatia@ualberta.ca) and Dr. Bertrand 

(erin.bertrand@dal.ca ), with the subject header 

line “CAA Studentship”.  

We look forward to hearing from you!                   
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